To whom should I go and how exactly
can we share together the renewing
presence of the Spirit’s gentle love
“resting” upon us?
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Ph. 989-733-6053 / Fax. 989-733-2848 / parishoffice@stpaul-onaway.com
Website: stpaul-onaway.com / facebook.com/stpaulonaway
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BREWBAKER’S
HOUSING & R.V.
Since 1959

20935 Washington Ave.
Onaway, MI 49765
www.brewbakers.com

Phone: (989) 733-8535
Toll Free: (888) 874-5723
Fax: (989) 733-4014

Email: brewhrv@brewbakers.com

(Parish Member)

Lord, hold our troops in
BAUMGARTEN
COLLISION, LLC
your loving hands.

Protect them.
Bless them and their
families. I ask this in the
name of Jesus, our Lord
and Savior.

M-CRASH-GROUP

Timothy P. Robbins, ACTAR #1445
Managing Collision Reconstruction Expert
Corporate Office
4106 Wilder Rd. #290
Bay City, MI 48706-2239
Phone & Fax (877) 627-2748

Based in Bay City, MI
Direct: (989) 928-3358
robbins@mcrash.com
(Parish Member)

Looking for a space to tell others
Serving Northern Michigan for 67 Years
about who
you are and what you
do. This is the space for you.

Amen 989-733-2257

Ellenberger Lumber Company
and Do-it Center
OPEN 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Mon.—Fri.
8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Saturdays
(989) 733-8023
Parish Member

3479 Main Street

(Parish Member)

Onaway, MI

"Everytime you smile at someone, it is an action of love,
a gift to that person, a beautiful thing."
Mother Teresa
Sponsored by M-Crash Group

Pastor : Rev. Peter Eke
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Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

The Holy Father’s Catechesis
Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning!
Today I would like to get to the heart of the Eucharistic Celebration. The Mass is made up of two parts, which are the Liturgy of the
Word and the Eucharistic Liturgy, so closely joined between them as to form one act of worship (Cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium, 56;
Ordinamento Generale del Messale Romano, 28). Introduced by some preparatory rites and concluded with others, the celebration is,
therefore, one body and it can’t be separated; however, for a better understanding, I will try to explain its various moments, each one
of which is capable of touching and involving a dimension of our humanity. It’s necessary to know these holy signs to live the Mass
fully and savor all its beauty.
When the people are gathered, the celebration opens with the introductory rites, including the entrance of those celebrating or of the
celebrant, the greeting – “The Lord be with you,” “Peace be with you,” — , the penitential act – “I confess,” where we ask for forgiveness of our sins –, the Kyrie eleison, the hymn of the Gloria and the Collect prayer: it’s called “Collect Prayer,” not because the
collection of the offerings is made there: it’s the collection of the prayer intentions of all the peoples, and that collection of the people’s intention goes up to Heaven as prayer. The purpose – of these introductory rites — is such as to have the “faithful, gathered
together, form a community, and dispose themselves to listen with faith to the Word of God and to celebrate worthily the Eucharist” (Ordinamento Generale del Messale Romano, 46). It’s not a good habit to look at one’s watch and say: “I’m on time, I’ll arrive
after the sermon and with this I will fulfil the precept.” The Mass begins with the sign of the Cross, with these introductory rites, because there we begin to adore God as a community. And, therefore, it’s important to plan not to arrive late, but rather in advance to
prepare one’s heart for this rite, for this celebration of the community.
While normally the entrance hymn is being sung, the priest with the other ministers reaches the presbytery in procession, and here he
greets the altar with a bow and, in sign of veneration, kisses it and, when there is incense, he incenses it. Why? Because the altar is
Christ: it’s a figure of Christ. When we look at the altar, we look in fact where Christ is. The Altar is Christ. These gestures, which
risk passing unobserved, are very significant, because they express from the beginning that the Mass is an encounter of love with
Christ, who “offering His body on the cross [. . . ] becomes altar, victim and priest” (Easter Preface V). In fact, the altar, in as much
as sign of Christ, “is the center of the thanksgiving that is fulfilled with the Eucharist” (Ordinamento Generale del Messale Romano,
296), and the whole community around the altar, which is Christ: not to look at <faces> but to look at Christ, because Christ is at the
center of the community, He’s not far from it.
Then there is the sign of the cross. The priest that presides traces it on himself and the same is done by all the members of the assembly, aware that the liturgical act is carried out “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” And here I pass to
another very small argument. Have you seen how children make the sign of the cross? They don’t know what they do: sometimes
they make a design, which isn’t the sign of the cross. Please: mothers and fathers, grandparents, teach children from the beginning –
when very small – to do the sign of the cross well. And explain to them what it is to have Jesus’ cross as protection. And the Mass
begins with the sign of the cross. The whole prayer moves, so to speak, in the realm of the Most Holy Trinity – “In the name of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” –, which is the realm of infinite communion; it has as its origin and as its end the love of
God One and Triune, manifested and given to us in the Cross of Christ. In fact, His Paschal Mystery is a gift of the Trinity, and the
Eucharist always flows from His pierced Heart. Therefore, by signing ourselves with the sign of the cross, not only do we remember
our Baptism, but we affirm that the liturgical prayer is the encounter with God in Christ Jesus, who was incarnated for us, died on the
cross and rose glorious.
Therefore, the priest addresses the liturgical greeting with the expression: “The Lord be with you” or another similar one – there are
several –; and the assembly responds: “And with your spirit.” We are in dialogue; we are at the beginning of the Mass and we must
think of the meaning of all these gestures and words. We are entering a “symphony,” in which various tones of voices resound, including times of silence, in view of creating “agreement” among all the participants, namely, to recognize one another animated by
one Spirit and by one same end. In fact “the priestly greeting and the people’s response manifest the mystery of the gathered
Church” (Ordinamento Generale del Messale Romano, 50). Expressed thus is the common faith and the mutual desire to be with the
Lord and to live in unity with the whole community.
And this is a praying symphony, which is being created and presents immediately a very touching moment, because the one who presides invites all to acknowledge their sins. We are all sinners. I don’t know, perhaps one of you isn’t a sinner . . . If someone isn’t a
sinner, please raise his hand, so we can all see. But there aren’t any raised hands; ok, your faith is good! We are all sinners and, therefore, we ask for forgiveness at the beginning of the Mass. It’s the penitential act. It’s not only about thinking of the sins committed,
but much more: it’s the invitation to acknowledge ourselves sinners before God and before the community, before brothers, with humility and sincerity, as the publican in the Temple. If the Eucharist truly renders present the Paschal Mystery, namely the passage of
Christ from death to life, then the first thing we should do is to recognize what are our situations of death to be able to rise with Him
to new life. This makes us understand how important the penitential act is. And, therefore, we will take up this argument in the next
catechesis. We go step by step in the explanation of the Mass. However, I recommend: please teach the children to do the Sign of the
Cross well!
[Original text: Italian] [ZENIT’s translation by Virginia M. Forrester]

Mass Intentions

Week at a Glance

Monday, January 1st @ 10am
+ Ron & Rita Howley
req. Sally Schaar

Monday, January 1st
Mass @ 10am
Tuesday, January 2nd
AA 8 pm, Hall (Rm. 1 & 2)

No Mass: Tuesday, Jan. 2nd

Wednesday, January 3rd
Soup Kitchen 2:30– 5:30pm
Karate 6pm
Knights Meeting 7:30pm

Wednesday, Jan. 3rd @ 6pm
+ Marlene Hopkins
req. Ron & Jean Horrocks
No Mass: Thursday, Jan. 4th

Friday, January 5th
Adoration 9:30am
AA 8 pm, Hall (Rm. 1 & 2)

Friday, Jan. 5th @ 9am
Sick Parishioner & Their Caregivers

Sunday, January 7th
Faith Formation 11:15am

Saturday, January 6th @ 5pm
+ Frank & Marge Kalman
req. Herb & Kay Dowker
Sunday, January 7th @ 10am
Parishioners of St. Monica & St. Paul
Readings for Week of Jan. 1st

Bless you for your Stewardship
St. Paul: 12/24/17
Reg. $1,841.00 + Loose $270.00
Fuel $.00 = $2,111.00

St. Monica: 12/24/17
Reg. $75.00
Financial Position as of 11/30/17
St. Paul
Income
Expense
Net Income

St. Monica
Income
Expense
Net Loss

PLEASE NOTE:

No classes Dec. 31st
Classes Jan. 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th

The office will reopen on
on Tues. Jan. 2nd at 9:30am

Lord, You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts
And cause our Spirits to be born
again.

Tues: 1Jn 2:22-28 / Jm 1:19-28
Wed: 1Jn 2:29-3:6 / Jn 1:29-34
Thurs: 1Jn 3:7-10 / Jn 1:35-42
Fri: 1Jn 3:11-21 / Jn 1:43-51
Sat: 1Jn 5:5-13 / Mk 1:7-11
Sun: Is 60:1-6 / Ps 72 /
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 / Mt 2:1-12

$4,584.45
$5,577.44
($992.99)

K—12 Faith Formation

A New Year's Prayer

Mon: Nm 6:22-27 / Ps 67 /
Gal 4:4-7 / Lk 2:16-21

$79,488.15
$66,219.69
$13,268.46

Thank you for this new year
For all the potential it holds.
Come and kindle in us
A mighty flame
So that in our time, many will see the
wonders of God
And live forever to praise Your
glorious name.
Amen

Our Food Bank Collection is next
weekend. All non-perishable food
items and
Weekday Masses will be Wednesday
and Friday this week.

Do I display the attributes described in
today’s readings when relating to my
own family? As we are all brothers and
sisters in Christ, do I show these qualities in my relations with friends,
coworkers, strangers?

Those in need of our prayers…
Ann Bandish
Deb Bandish
Colleen Berry
Mary Bower
Bill Breed
Sandra Bunk
Abel Canales
Gary J. Castonia
Bob Carter

Dorothy Conners
Theresa Czajka
Donna Diller
Louise Dorton
Elvin Eagleson
William Ellenberger
Martha Frost
Donna Giessinger
Vickii Giessinger

Vicki Gosinski
Catherine Green
Chuck Hart
Pat Harman
Gar Harris
Jim Hayes
Harry Hopkins
Starr Ittu
Nancy Madison

Mike Marx
Brittany Maynard
Dennis McGuire
Sid Merchant
Bob Merrick
Kathy Merrick
Doug Moreau
Carolyn Mousseau
Patrick Mousseau

Ann Osantowski
Anya Pecova
David Riley
Roger Rivard
Diana Rogers
Norma Schoolcraft
Frank Sobieralski
Karen Sobieralski
Ray Stiles

Helen Szabo
Walter Szymoniak
Dave Tesmer
Sue Tesmer
Shirley Traflet
Bob Turney
Lois Veihl
Randy Veihl
Randy Weber

