
Parish Member 

Ellenberger Lumber Company 
and Do-it Center 

 

OPEN 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Mon.—Fri. 

8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Saturdays 
 

   (989) 733-8023 

 3479 Main Street              (Parish Member)                Onaway, MI   

 

Serving Northern Michigan for 67 Years 

 

BREWBAKER’S 
HOUSING  &  R.V. 

Since 1959 

  20935 Washington Ave.          Phone: (989) 733-8535 
  Onaway, MI  49765                      Toll Free: (888) 874-5723 
  www.brewbakers.com                      Fax: (989) 733-4014 
 

Email: brewhrv@brewbakers.com                           (Parish Member) 

989-733-2257 

 

 

"Everytime you smile at someone, it is an action of love,  
a gift to that person, a beautiful thing." 

Mother Teresa  

 

Sponsored by M-Crash Group 

BAUMGARTEN COLLISION, LLC 

 M-CRASH-GROUP 
Timothy P. Robbins, ACTAR #1445 

Managing Collision Reconstruction Expert 
 

Corporate  Office                                           Based in Bay City, MI 
4106 Wilder Rd. #290                                  Direct: (989) 928-3358 
Bay City, MI 48706-2239                              robbins@mcrash.com 
Phone & Fax (877) 627-2748                            (Parish Member) 

Lord, hold our troops in 
your loving hands. 

 Protect them.  
Bless them and their  

families. I ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord 

and Savior.  
Amen 

 
 

Looking for a space to tell others 

about who you are and what you 

do. This is the space for you. 

 

Licensed and Insured 

 

To whom should I go and how exactly 

can we share together the renewing 

presence of the Spirit’s gentle love 

“resting” upon us? 

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH—AFTON 

20811 Washington Avenue, Onaway, MI 

Ph. 989-733-6053 / Fax. 989-733-2848 / parishoffice@stpaul-onaway.com 

Website: stpaul-onaway.com / facebook.com/stpaulonaway  

January 21, 2018                  Pastor : Rev. Peter Eke                  3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacraments 

Baptisms 
Call the Parish Office to schedule.  
 

Marriage 
Couples are invited to call the  

Parish Office, minimally six months 

in advance, to prepare for and  

schedule their marriage. 
 

Confirmation 
Adults who have not been  

confirmed are invited to call  

the Parish Office to arrange for  

classes. 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
Anyone inquiring about the  

Catholic Faith or simply wishing to 

deepen their own understanding of 

the Catholic Faith.  

The Office 

Office Hours: 

Monday, Tuesday & Friday 

9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

(989) 733-6053 

stpaul-onaway.com 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the parishioners of St. Paul, Onaway, open to the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit, are dedicated to preserve, live and proclaim the Good News brought 

by Jesus.  As a sacramental people, we are committed to welcome all into 

Christ's presence among us. 



We may not fish for a living but we know about casting and mending nets. Days that all seem the same. One looks like anoth-
er. Life is routine, lived on autopilot. Nothing changes. We don’t expect much to happen. This is our life. We cast the nets. We 
mend the nets. Casting and mending to make a living, to feed our family, to pay the bills. Casting and mending to gain security 
and get to retirement. Casting and mending to hold our family together, to make our marriage work, to grow up our children. 
Casting and mending to gain the things we want: a house, a car, books, clothes, a vacation. Casting and mending to earn a 
reputation, gain approval, establish status. Casting and mending our way through another day of loneliness, sadness, or ill-
ness. 

Casting and mending are realities of life. They are also the circumstances in which Jesus comes to us, the context in which we 
hear the call to new life, and the place where we are changed and the ordinary becomes the extraordinary. 

These would be disciples, Simon and Andrew, James and John, are not looking for Jesus. They are too busy with the nets. It 
is another day of casting and mending. They may not have even noticed Jesus but he not only sees them he speaks to them. 
Jesus has a way of showing up in the ordinary places of life and interrupting the daily routines of casting and mending nets. 
That’s what he did to the lives of Simon and Andrew, James and John. That’s what he does to your life and my life. 

“Follow me” is Jesus’ invitation to a new life. If these four fishermen accept the invitation, their lives will forever be different. 
They will be different. They will no longer catch just fish. They will fish for people. 

When Jesus says, “I will make you fish for people,” he is describing the transformation of their lives, not simply a job catching 
new members or followers. He could just as easily have said to the carpenters, “Follow me, and you will build the kingdom of 
heaven.” To the farmers, “Follow me, and you will grow God’s people. To the doctors, “Follow me, and you will heal the bro-
kenness of the world.” To the teachers, “Follow me, and you will open minds and hearts to the presence of God.” To the par-
ents, “Follow me, and you will nurture new life.” 

Whatever your life is, however you spend your time, there is in that life Jesus’ call to “Follow me.” “Follow me” is the call to 
participate with God in God’s own saving work. It’s the work of change and growth. That work is always about moving to a 
larger vision, orienting our life in a new direction, and experiencing that our little story of life is connected to and a part of a 
much larger story of life, God’s life. 

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon, Andrew, James, and John. Jesus called them. Mark records no discus-
sions, no questions, no good byes. They simply “left… and followed him.” 

I’m afraid that if Mark were writing about me – when he gets to the part when Jesus says, “Follow me” – Mark would write, 
“and immediately the questions followed.” “Where are we going? What will we do? How long will we be gone? What do I need 
to take? Where will we stay?” 

But this conversation doesn’t take place in today’s gospel. Jesus does not offer a map, an itinerary, or a destination, only an 
invitation. This is not the type of journey you can prepare for. This is the inner journey, a journey into the deepest part of our 
being, the place where God resides. It’s not about planning and organizing, making lists, or packing supplies. It’s not that easy. 
If anything this journey is about leaving things behind. Listen to what Mark says: 

 “Immediately they left their nets and followed him.” 

 “They left their father Zebedee in the boat…, and followed him.” 
 

The invitation, “follow me,” is also the invitation to leave behind: to leave behind our nets, our boats, and even our fathers. 

That’s the hard part for most of us. We’re pretty good at accumulating and clinging but not so good at letting go. More often 
than not our spiritual growth involves some kind of letting go. We never get anywhere new as long as we’re unwilling to leave 
where we are. We accept Jesus’ invitation to follow, not by packing up, but by letting go. 

“Follow me” is both the invitation to and the promise of new life. So what are the nets that entangle us? What are the little 
boats that contain our life? Who are the fathers from whom we seek identity, value, or approval? What do we need to let go of 
and leave behind so that we might follow him? 

Please don’t think this is simply about changing careers, disowning our family, or moving to a new town. It is about the free-
dom to be fully human and in so being discover God’s divinity within us. We let go so that our life may be reoriented, so that 
we can now travel in a new direction, so that we may be open to receive the life of God anew. When we let go, everything is 
transformed – including our nets, boats, and fathers. That’s why Jesus could tell them they would still be fishermen. But now 
they would fish for people. They wouldn’t become something they weren’t already, but they would be changed. They would 
become transformed fishermen. They would more authentically be who they already were. 

Ultimately, it’s about letting go of our own little life so that we can receive God’s life. This letting go happens in the context of 
our everyday activities: work, school, families, paying the bills, running errands, fixing dinner, relationships, and trying to do the 
right thing. It happens in the casting and mending of our nets. These are the times and places Jesus shows up and calls into a 
new way of being and our world changes. It happened for Simon, Andrew, James, and John. It can happen for you and me. 

If you know of someone whom we 
can put on the prayer list or some-
one who can be taken off, please 
let us know at the office. We want 

to make sure everyone’s needs are 
being met. Thank you. Just give us a call at 

733-6053 

Mike Marx 

Brittany Maynard 

Dennis McGuire 

Sid Merchant 

Bob Merrick 

Kathy Merrick 

Carolyn Mousseau 

Patrick Mousseau 

Ann Osantowski 

Those in need of our prayers… 

Ann Bandish 

Deb Bandish 

Colleen Berry 

Mary Bower 

Bill Breed 

Sandra Bunk 

Abel Canales 

Gary J. Castonia 

Bob Carter 

Dorothy Conners 

Theresa Czajka 

Donna Diller 

Louise Dorton 

Elvin Eagleson 

William Ellenberger 

Martha Frost 

Donna Giessinger 

Vickii Giessinger 

Vicki Gosinski 

Catherine Green 

Chuck Hart 

Pat Harman 

Gar Harris 

Jim Hayes 

Harry Hopkins 

Starr Ittu 

Nancy Madison 

Anya Pecova 

David Riley 

Roger Rivard 

Diana Rogers 

Norma Schoolcraft 

Frank Sobieralski 

Karen Sobieralski 

Ray Stiles 

Miriam Stoloque-Handtich 

Helen Szabo 

Walter Szymoniak 

Dave Tesmer 

Sue Tesmer 

Shirley Traflet 

Bob Turney 

Lois Veihl 

Randy Veihl 

Randy Weber 

K—12 Faith Formation  

Classes Jan. 21st– Movie, class 28th 

Feb. 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 

Week at a Glance 

Tuesday, January 23rd 

AA 8 pm, Hall (Rm. 1 & 2) 
 

Wednesday, January 24th 

Soup Kitchen 2:30– 5:30pm 

Karate 6pm 
 

Friday, January 26th 

A 8 pm, Hall (Rm. 1 & 2) 
 

Saturday, January 27th 

World Youth Day Collection 

Adoration 4pm 

 

Sunday, January 28th 

World Youth Day Collection 

Adoration 9am 

K-12 Faith Formation 

 Bless you for your Stewardship  

St. Paul: 1/21/18 

Reg. $1,217.00 + Loose $482.00  

Fuel $35.00 = $1,734.00 
 
 

St. Monica: 1/21/18 

Reg. $50.00  
 

Mass Intentions 

Tuesday, January 23rd @ 9am  

+ Todd Willey 

       req. Sally Schaar 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Wednesday, January 24th @ 6pm 

+ Fr. Mason Vaughn 
 

Thursday,  January 25th @ 9am  

 Parish Volunteers 
 

Friday, January 26th @ 9am 

+ Patricia Gosinski 

     req. The Gosinski Family 
 

Saturday, January 27th @ 5pm 

Parishioners of St. Paul & St. Monica 
 

Sunday, January 28th @ 10am 

+ Marlene Hopkins 

      req. Steve & Elaine Casey 

Readings for Week of Jan. 22nd 

Mon: 2Sm 5:1-7, 10 / Mk 3:22-30 
 

Tues: 2Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19 / Mk 3:31-35 
    

Wed: 2Sm 7:4-17 / Mk 4:1-20 
 

Thurs: Acts 22:3-16 / Mk 16:15-18 
 

Fri: 2Tm 1:1-8 / Mk 4:26-34 
 

Sat: 2Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17 / Mk 4:35-41 
 

Sun: Dt 18:15-20 / Ps 95 /  

                1Cor 7:32-35 / Mk 1:21-28 

 

Financial Position as of 12/31/17 
 

St. Paul 
 

Income            $96,228.46 

Expense           $80,975.44  

Net Income      $15,253.02 
 

St. Monica 
 

Income            $5319.48 

Expense           $4,731.01 

Net Loss           ($415.53) 

            Time for our Parish Movie.          

             THIS Sunday, January 21st           

             following Mass.  We will  

be watching “The Letters”, the 

 untold story of Mother Teresa. 

Everyone  is welcome to come. 

Lunch served for a goodwill  

offering. 

           Come and check out our 

            Parish library in classroom 5.  

How do I live my life as a disciple of Jesus? Do I share the good news 
through my words and actions? 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Fri. Feb. 2nd—Adoration  
Sun. Feb. 4th—Knights Breakfast 

Tues. Feb. 6th—Ladies Study Group 

Wed. Feb. 7th— Knights Meeting 


